“ IGNITE
I@ LEARNING ACADEMY

Online Learning
for Students with Autism

Does online school truly work for these students?
This guide explores both the potential benefits and important

factors for families considering this educational path.
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Online learning is not simply a different way to deliver instruction;

when done right, it is a fundamentally different learning environment.

The traditional classroom asks students to navigate a complex combination of academic

expectations, social interaction, sensory input, communication, transitions, and
behavioral demands, often simultaneously.




Understanding Autism And Learning Barriers

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a developmental disorder that affects
communication, behavior, and social interaction. Children with autism often have
unique learning styles and may require individualized teaching approaches. These
needs can sometimes be overlooked in traditional classroom settings, leading to

frustration and academic struggles.

Considerations of Online Learning for Children with Autism:

Sensory Overload

Many children with ASD are sensitive
to sensory stimuli. ILA understands
the importance of providing an

online learning environment without
unexpected sounds or frequent
transitions between different types of
media.

Social Interaction

One of the hallmarks of autism is
difficulty with social interactions. ILA’s
small group setting helps children
with ASD who find it hard to read
social cues or engage in larger group
interactions.

Communication Barriers

Children with autism may have
unigue communication needs, such as
preferring non-verbal communication
or needing extra time to process and
respond to information. Our classes
are designed with these needs in
mind so our students learn effective
communication skills.

Changes In Routine

Children with autism often thrive

on routine and predictability. ILA’s
structured schedule helps establish
routines, helping to decrease anxiety
and enable better learning in the online
environment.

Difficulty With Self-Regulation

Children with ASD might struggle with
self-regulation. ILA’s unique course
programming helps students manage
their time and stay focused during our
short, interactive online lessons.




ILA Strategies That Overcome the Challenges
of Online Learning for Children with Autism

Online learning can be highly beneficial for children with autism when
approached with these thoughtful strategies and supportive tools.

» Consistent Routine: Establish a clear and consistent daily schedule to
help children with ASD anticipate what comes next and reduce anxiety.

» Visual Schedules: Use visual schedules to outline the day’s activities,
providing a clear and predictable structure.

» Designated Learning Space: Set up a specific area for online learning,
free from distractions, to create a focused and calming environment.

» Adaptive Technology: Incorporate adaptive technologies such as screen
readers, speech-to-text software, and other tools designed to support
various learning needs.

» Customized Content: Use educational content tailored to the child’s
interests and learning style to increase engagement and understanding.

» Interactive Activities: Integrate interactive and hands-on activities,
including manipulatives, photo cards, and other instructional tools, to
keep children with ASD engaged and active in their learning.




» Clear Instructions: Provide clear, concise instructions and allow extra
time for children to process and respond

» Social Stories: Use social stories to prepare children for virtual
interactions and help them understand social norms and expectations in
the online learning environment.

» Peer Interaction: Facilitate small group activities or interactions to build
social skills in a less overwhelming setting.

» Sensory Breaks: Incorporate regular sensory breaks to help children manage
sensory overload and maintain focus.

» Positive Reinforcement: Use positive reinforcement to encourage desired
behaviors and celebrate achievements.

» Collaboration: Communication with outside providers, including OTs,
ABA therapists, and tutors, helps align classroom support with goals being
addressed outside of school.




Benefits of

Online Learning
for Children with Autism

Personalized Learning
Online learning allows for a highly personalized approach, enabling
educators to tailor lessons and materials to meet each child’s unique
needs and interests. This individualized attention can significantly
enhance the learning experience for children with autism.

Flexibility And Comfort
Online learning allows children to learn in a flexible, comfortable
environment. This can reduce anxiety and stress associated with
traditional classroom settings, promoting a more positive learning
experience.

Reduced Social Pressure
For many children with ASD, the social pressures of a traditional
classroom can be overwhelming. Online learning minimizes these
pressures, providing a safer and more controlled environment for
social interaction and participation.

Enhanced Focus
With fewer distractions and a controlled environment, many children
find it easier to focus and concentrate on their studies. This can lead
to improved academic performance and a deeper understanding of
the material.

Access To Specialized Resources
Online learning platforms often provide access to a wide range
of specialized resources, including interactive tools, adaptive
technologies, and educational content designed specifically for
children with special needs. This can greatly enhance the learning
experience for children with autism.
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FUELING INDEPENDENCE & REACHING EXCELLENCE

Self-Contained
Daily Support

Small-group daily live classes with
similarly aged peers

Learning coach required nearby
Life skills, socialization &
independence

Self-contained instructional model
Live class attendance is required
(30-45 minutes per subject)

Our approach combines:

Structured

Self-Contained Classes

Special education teacher delivers
core academics

Learning coach required nearby
Self-contained instructional model
Live class attendance is required
(30-45 minutes per subject)
Available for Elementary, Middle &
High School

The FIRE Academy, a program within
Ignite Learning Academy, offers accredited
education to children in grades K-12 with
learning disabilities, autism, and other
significant developmental delays who will
thrive when working in a self-contained
special education environment.

The FIRE Academy offers a three-level approach based on student need:

General Education
with Resource Support

Placed in general education courses
Small-group support from special
education teacher

Executive functioning support
available

Building toward greater
independence

Resource teacher partnership

» Specialized curriculum designed for academic, life, and social skills development
» Small group instruction with certified special education teachers

» Physical learning materials for interactive learning experiences

» Daily live virtual classes with consistent routines
» Opportunities for social interaction with both disabled and non-disabled peers
» Transition planning for older students preparing for post-secondary life

K-12 & FULLY ONLINE

@ INDIVIDUALIZED LEARNING

@ WASC ACCREDITED
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Ignite Learning Academy
1155 S Power Rd, Ste 114-570 | Mesa, AZ 85206 | Serving Students Nationwide
Tel: 888-660-0557 | Fax: 480-660-5867 | admissions@ignitelearningacademy.com

www.IgniteLearningAcademy.com

“For the first time since preschool, I finally feel like I have genuine help.
have a team that believes in and supports my son. A team that only wants
the best for him. I finally feel like I can take a breath knowing I don’t have to
worry every day about his education. I now see what it’s like to have a team
who is willing to do whatever they can to best support him in school.”

~ Holly, ILA parent of child with special needs in the FIRE program




